
Morris on "Prevention of Cruelty to Railroads"
BY MONTAGUE GLASS.

<w [HE railroads is right, M&w-

russ," Abe Potash said a

few days after the Inter¬

state Commerce Commission made Its

recommendation with regard to the

railroads. "How would you and me

like It if the Interstate Commerce Com¬

mission says we wouldn't charge our

customers no more as $22.50 for our

style 6144 when we can get as much
as $2S for ii from some suckers?"
"That's a difference proposition en¬

tirely. Abe." Morris Perlmutter de¬

clared. "If our customers don't like
the way we treat them, Abe, they can

go over to Kinger & Klein oder B.

Gang and And the same identical arti¬

cle which we carry, Abo: also all such

discontented customers has got to do

1p to Quote our prices, and them mur¬

derers would only be too glad to under¬

cut us from 10 to ?.o per rent. Aber

you take a customer of the New York,
New Haven and Hartford railroad and
something happens where such a feller

must Got t poll hut en got to go to Nov.'

Rochelle. nebich, so he asks the New

York. New Haven and Hartford rail¬

road what Is the best price they could

make him net cash on a ticket for New

Rochelle.
"What happens? It don't make no

difference if they was to say 43 cents

or $2.43, the customer must got to pay

it, because even if he was to get so

sore as to be willing to pay the New

York Central and Hudson Ttiver rail¬

road $5 for the self same ticket, y'un-
derstand, he wouldn't even have that

much satisfaction, on account the New

York, New Haven and Hartford rail¬
road is the only concern dealing in

tickets from the Grand Central Ter¬
minal to New Rochelle."
"But suppose the Interstate Commerce

Commission says that the New York.
New Haven and Hartford Railroad

Company must not charge more as 35
c^nts for the ticket when it costs the

company cents to deliver the poor
filler in New Rochelle?" Abe asked.
"\ railroad could easy get put out of

business that way. And what with
the war and everything. Mawruss. a

railroad company don't have too easy
a time of it nowadays."
Morris waved his hand impatiently.
"Honestly. Abe," he said, "the way

you talk, you would think that a rail,
road company had lost its husband and
would be perfectly satisfied if it could
break even each week so as the family
could live on what the two older boys,
aged fourteen and sixteen, could bring
In from selling papers."
"Well, even if T did think that way

about a railroad, which I don't," Abe

retorted, "that ain't no reason why the

Interstate Commerce Commission should

think that a railroad company Is a

crook which as soon as the Interstate

Commerce Commission's back is

turned would pull a bottle of knockout

drops from its pants pocket and sand¬

bag the public for their last penny,

y'understand."
"At that the Interstate Commerce

Commerce Commission but the man

which holds the controlling' interest in

the railroad.
"You might almost think that them

controlling- interest fellers called them¬

selves railroad companies Just to get
the sympathy of the public because you

know as well as I do, Abe, if Schmooel

K. Yanderbilt would be running a rail¬

road under the name of the New Jer¬

sey. "Western and Haekensaok Hirer
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Commission wouldn't be .so far out of

the way. Abe," Morris said, "because

what's the diffTen<-e if the public is

going to get sandbagged, whether the

knockout drops is in the pants pocket
of the rai!road company or of the feller

which controls the railroad company?
In fact, Abe, if anybody should ought
to be called down by some of them con¬

servative New York papers which lias

sort of made themselves Societies for
the Prevention of Cruelty to Railroads,
y understand, it ain't the Interstate

EN AND H ARTFORD RAILROAD COM-
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Railroad Company, and the Interstate
Commerce Commission was to issue an

order that he couldn't market no more

of them first refunding- consolidated '<

per cent convertible bond sbecause he

had already soaked the public with

three times as many bonds as the en¬

tire railroad property was worth, y'un-
derstand. the public would say that

Schmooel K. Vanderbllt should ought
to go to jail for such a thing, and good
for the Interstate Commerce Commis¬
sion.

"But if Schmooel K. Yanderbilt keeps
his name out of It and all the public
hears is that the commerce commis¬
sion has refused to let the New Jersey,
Western and Hackensack River rail¬

road issue any more bonds, right away

the people get a. picture in their minds
of the New Jersey. Western and Hack¬

ensack River railroad w^th the dark

hair and a pale complexion, dressed in

black."
"Well, whether the public thinks of

'h»'. railroads as being1 blondes or bru¬

nettes, Mawruss," Abe said, "something
has got to be done to put them in

shape so as they could anyhow carry

soldiers and food."

"Then the government should ought
to take them over, Abe," Morris said,
¦because most of the fellers which has

been in control of the railroads for the

Inpt forty years has had the idee that

passengers and freight was only a side

lino for a railroad business and that

the real bier money was in floating bond

-sues and reorganizations. Abe."
"A railroad business must got to he

financed the same like any other busl-

isf¦ Mnwniss," Abe protested.
"That's just the point. Abe." Morris

"Any other business runs itself

out of its earnings, y'understand. but

with the average railroad, Abe, all the

earnings goes to pay the interest on

the bonds which was floated to provide
he f- ller in control of the railroad at.

the time of their issue with terminal

facilities on ">th avenue. New York, or

li.'ike Shore 1'rive, Chicago, and new

sixty hosepower rolling stock, in-

H tiding extra, tires, cut glass flower

holder and solid silver vanity rase.

And you cm take it. from me, Abe, if

flic railroads of a Kuropean country

would have been using up all their

earnings for thirty years before this

wa.r started in paying commissions to

bankers for floating bond issues to sup¬

port the ruler and his family, y'under-
stand. instead of a war there would

have been a. revolution.

"Furthr rmore. if the ruler could have

got away with such a thing, Abe, in¬

stead of soldiers being shifted by rail¬

road, they would have been walking
the distance in a few months, because
a government, couldn't sh:f tsoldiers and
ammunition in a. hurry on double track¬

ed railroads with up-to-date equip¬
ment, if the money which ought to have

paid for the double tracks and the up-

to-date equipment, has gone to buy-
some of the finest private residences in

America and picture collections which

is Just as good as the Metropolitan Mu¬

seum of Art excepting nobody could
look at them but. a few railroad presi¬
dents and their friends." j
"But if the government takes over

the railroads." Abe asked, "who Is go¬

ing to run 'era?"
"The same people what run them be¬

fore," Morris replied, "which if they
would put into the job of moving sol¬

diers and ammunitions the same ginger
which they put into floating bonds. Abe,

let bygones be bygone."
"Sure I know." Morris agreed.

"We've got to all work together now.
the stingers and the stung.and fur

my part I don't begrudge a dollar them

reorganization sharks ever got from

me Just so long as they will give the

for war purposes. And th* chances is

that th^se reorganization fellers was

getting in bad because they were try¬

ing to use in the railroad business the

ability which has made them such good
Red Cros.J workers. Also T wouldn't
be a bit surprised if you and mo would
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w< wouldn't have no more trouble with

the railroads."
"And they would do lr, too." Abe

prophesied, "because it's wonderful

what a change the war has made in

them Wall street fellers. You take

some of them boys which used to lay
awake nights scheming, v'understand,
and they are now tossing around on

their pillows every night at a salary
of $1. a year, planning how they can

get their ex-confcderates to loosen up

for the Red Cross. And that's one of

the good things about this war, Maw-

russ; It gives everybody a chance to

country the benefit of their good judg¬
ment, because if those fellers couldn't
fix up a scheme to get the better ofour

German competitors, Abe. nobody
could."
"Well, it really don't mailer whether

you begrudge 'em what you gambled
away in stocks oder not, Mawruss. be¬

cause them fillers is going to be a big
asset to uk in the course of the next

year 01 .so," Abe said. "In fact. Maw¬

russ, the way T figure it, there's been

a whole lot of fellers which has been

misfits and seconds in peace because

they was designed and manufactured

have hollered some pretty raw language
in firing a first-class a-number-one
aviator which was temporarily trying to

hold down a peace job as shipping clerk

in our place."
"The way that one which we hired

it a few winters ago used to ship ali

them light weights on us to Cohen
Brothers. Portland, instead of Cohen
Brothers. Jacksonville, and never got
down till half-past eight." Morris ob¬

served. "he must have been at the very

least a lieutenant general in disguise."
"That's nothing." Abe said, "I seen

it in- the paper the other day a case

where h feller which used to was a

professional dancer in a cabarct yet.
is now a major in the Ritish army
and has got nil kinds of medals also,
which I het yer when his poor father
would meet him r»s Vie was going up¬
stairs with shoes off at 3 a.m. and would
give him one of them what-ia-going-
to-become-of-you lecture*. it ost oc-

curre I to either of them that the tight
answer was a major in the Ftr1ti»»h
army."
"Well." Morris said, "if railroad or-

ganizers. shipping clerks and profes¬
sional danr^rs could work their war

up to be big machers in this war. Ah^,
i< makes you think thst after all there
must b<* some reason why there la such
h foller as a realesf ater."
"I/st^n "' Abe ««id. "Wh*n it cornea

:«» making: terms of peac*. Mawruss. ft
don't make no difference if Germany
!. linked so hard that she wouldn't fig-
ure in lhe transaction no more ns a

bankrupt nt a meeting: of creditora.
there ibound to be a whole lot of dick¬
ering t>. whi-h of the allies Bret*
what, .'"inderstand. and there Is th*

place where our realestnters Is groin*
to come In."

"I bet yer!" Morris said feverently.
"He* nuse." \be continued, "you take

a realestater which he has got the pa¬
tience to bring two fellers together In

swapping three lots In Brownsville sub¬

ject to a. first mortgage of two thou¬
sand dollars, and a cold water flat on

12tth street, subject, to a flrst mortgage
of ten thousand dollars, a second mort¬

gage of three thousand dollars, a third
mortgage of one thousand dollars and
the taxes of 1S!>5 to 1917. Inclusive,
y'urderstand, for a farm In Orange
county, six rhares of the Rhino Exten¬
sion Cold and Silver Mining Company
of the par value of flfty dollara each,
and a 1012 model roadster fully equipped
with two oil cans complete, understand
me. and when it comes to settling
which of Germany's African colonies

shouldbe given to France 1n exchange
for her claims on the late German col¬
ony of Chu Chin Chow and six sub¬
marines captured jointly by English
and French warships with the assist¬

ance of American destroyers, under¬
stand me. why that Is the time when a

New York realestater would be right
in his element."
"Tell me, Abe." Morris asked, "just

what kind of work would you give In

this war to hook canvassers and life

insurance agents?"
"There's Just one place that I can

think of to put them fellers." Abe said
after a moment of consideration, "and

that's the f*-onl line trenches."

(Copyright, 1I>17, br the McClure New*pap*r
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Am<siriiesum limdnainii L©ysi! to ftk® Sftairs Midi Stripes
S"\ ffOWHERE throughout the United

J^\J States has there been a more

II V® satisfactory response to the
« ^ govornment's request to sow,

till, harvest and conserve the fruits of
the earth than among: the 350,000 In¬
dians. to whom the call went a week
after President Wilson's proclamation
of war last spring.
"Everywhere throughout the United

States Indian women are patriotically
and effectively responding to our na¬

tion-wide campaign for home better¬
ments and increased food production,"
said Mr. Cato Sells, commissioner of
Indian affairs, in a recent talk.
"Our vocational school system has

equipped the younger generation of
Indian girls in domestic science and
domestic arts. They have been edu¬
cated in home sanitation, ventilation
and personal hygiene."
The commissioner's caller picked up

from a nearby table something which
resembled a small woven mat of pun¬
gent-smelling pliant material of rich
golden tints "<'an you guess what it
is"*" queried the commissioner. His
visitor could not. "There is an inter¬
esting story behind that product," he
declared, "and you may have it from
the proper source

"

*
* *

The "proper source" appeared in the
person of Mrs. Wilma G. Rhodes,
special supervisor of work among the
Indian women for the office of Indian
affairs. Mrs. Rhodes has recently re¬

turned from a season of work among
the Indian women and girls, and she
immediately explained the mat ma¬
terial a* being nothing more nor less
than pumpkin, which had been cut in
long strips, dried and preserved for
future n«e in this attractive braid form
by rhe Indian women.
The Indians have food conservation

down to a fine point." said Mrs. Rhodes,
"and th*-> are splendidly fulfilling the
commissioner's message. Almost every¬
where my work took me during the
past season T found the Indian barns
and homes filled as never before with
food and forage.
"The women and grrls of the reser¬

vations have canned and dried accord¬
ing to the scientific methods advocated
by the government. It is a strange
thing, but I believe that there is di¬
rect evidence of atavism In the inge¬
nuity they have displayed in the mat¬
ter of drying. This very mat of golden
pumpkin is an example. That product
when soaked and cooked will taste as
fresh and sweet as the newly harvest¬
ed fruit. Their dried corn is the very
finest product of its kind I have seen
anywhere Perhaps you know that the
Indians In ageH past dried their vege¬
tables and fruits for winter storing.
There is little doubt in my mind but
that the women and girls of today have
returner! to this method of conservation
as to a lost art.
"The flejri matrons and teachers at the

Indian reservations are inspiring the
Indian kirls to improve their methods
of home work. They are now receiving
instruction in modern methods of do-
jYie***r science and domestic art. They
sre being tanght sanitation, personal
hygiene. >ookinir and correct dressing,
snd everv practical lesion in whole¬
some and progressive domestic life.
The girls return to their homes and in
the majority of cases the mothers take
an interest in the progressive methods
«>f their children and are Klad to co¬
operate with their daughters In Im¬
proving heir homes and surroundings.
"Nowhere In the I'nfted States have I

*een more advanced methods of busi¬
ness education than in the Has¬
kell school at LAwrence, Kan.
This is the most complete course
elven the Indian boys and girls
in the Unitd States. In their type¬
writing practice, to get away from
the stereotyped banging habit, their
typewriting exercises are done in regu¬
lar time to the accompaniment of a

.ii«h tune played on a phonograph,
ft hns improved the touch and system
«.f operation wonderfully.

"It lias been said that the Indians

are incapable of real thrift. This *s t

mistake. That they are one of the most
thrifty peoples that live, their laru"
bank holdings show, and their splendid
contributions to the liberty loan are
evidence of their liberality and their
patriotism. I would like to tell you
of an Tndian girl T know as just one
example of the habits of thrift. This
girl. trained In the agency schools, has
worked in the office of the Sac and Fox
agency at Stroud, Oklahoma, for the
past five years. I reported her
faithful following of the teachings
which have come to her and to other
Indians from this office, and Commis¬
sioner Sells has written her a letter
of commendation.

*
"We have found that praise for ef¬

forts toward right accomplishment is
a greAt Incentive to progress. Then,
if necessary, this is followed by con¬

structive criticism. It has been said
also that the Indians are stolid and in¬

capable of enthusiasm. I have not found
this to be the case. One of the most

MRS. WILLIAM G. RHODES.

Inspiring sights of this character I
have ever seen is just a room full of
young Indian boys and girls eager for
Instruction along some particular line.
"To be able for the time being to be¬

come one of the people whom you ;;r»-

teaching, and yet to hold strictly to
your own ideals, and at the psycho¬
logical moment to drive home the truth
.that is the secret of effective mis¬
sionary work."
Much of the supervisor's time during

the past year has been spent, among the
Cherokee Indians, and she has irm.ii
to tell of interest in regard to their
life and surroundings. She reports
that as yet their home <ond*tions are

by no means all that can be desired.
They are subject to diseases of malnu¬
trition, tuberculosis and pellagra, and
a deai tli of live stock throughout the
Cherokee nation indicates the paucity
of the food supply.
"Knowing a> we do the history of this

splendid people; how they rhaehed such
heights of industry, civilizaatlon and
progress in every line in their native
environment in th<* east, we cannot be
persuaded that it is a condition of de¬
pravity which makes the Cherokee
homes as they are today," said Mrs.
Rhodes. "Rather do we believe that
It is the memory of that forced winter
exodus of 1838 and 1831*. with Its at¬
tendant loss and hardship, that lingers
to embitter their lives now and to
render them sullen, unresponsive and
larking in ambition for better things."
While decrying any Influence which

will keep alive animosity or bitterness

for the past, Mrs. Rhodes believes that
this ;¦:11 i(>11 has a debt to pay that 5s
not reimbursable 5ri money. "To as¬
sure them of our loving, sympathetic
interest, to gain their confidence, and
once tnore to reawaken their former
splendid ambition and initiative.these
are the things for which v/e are striv¬
ing today," she said.

Mrs. Rhodes called attenlion to some
of the splendid examples of the men of
this tribt who are in public life today.
She spoke of United States Senator
Owen, of Representative Hastings and
of Houston B. Tehee, register of
the Treasury. besides many other
prominent Cherokees holding office in'
Oklahoma. The supervisor also spoke
with especial enthusiasm of Mrs. R.
L. Fife of Tahlaguah, Ok la., a Chero¬
kee woman of brilliant mind, who has
been a constant inspiration to her
community and whose intellect and in¬
fluence have gone so far beyond her
own section. She has been invited to
go afiield on the Chautauqua platform
and is now engaged in writing a his¬
tory of her people.
Among the Chortow Indians. Mrs.

Rhodes mentioned Oabe I'. Parker,
superintendent of the Five Civilized
Tribes, as a man of unusual wisdom ami
understanding among his people and as.
having achieved remarkable r<^uHs in
bringing the Indian service ami the In-
dian people into harmonious relations.

*
* *

The public schools are doing much for
the Indian#, Mrs. Rhodes affirms. "The
chief hope of the Indian lies in his chil¬
dren, for he is blindly devoted to them."
she said, "and all we can do for them will
react in beneficial measure upon the par¬
ents. Wherever there are good schools
and goo'i roads one also finds home con¬
ditions better, with a higher standard of
intelligence and the people interested in
progressive movements."

It w;ia in such sections that the super-

viser found fuller response to the "better
baby" contests set in progress. The ba¬
bies were marked for their condition of
health and their mental development. The
contests were invariably succeeded by
'¦'follow-up'* work to aid in correcting
defects. The importance of birth regis¬
tration was also brought home to the
mothers during and after the contests.
Attention was called to the fact that

almost without exception the Indians re¬

sponded to the draft, going willingly and
gladly to the ranks and asking for rio

exemptions. "This means a great deal
for those people so far from the seat of
activity." said Mrs. Rhodes. "but the
Indians have proven themselves loval and
patriotic*." hi proof of her words, she
produced a letter written by Reel Rirel
Smith, chief of the Night Hawks and one

of the Indian agency's best friends. In it
he wrote:

"I have ever endeavored in my efforts
for my people to remember that my re¬

ligion must be an unselfish one 1 must
press on to the work of my convictions.
This religion as revealed to me is larger
than any man. ft is beyond man's un¬
derstanding. It shall prevail after we are
gone. It is growth like the child; It is
growth eternal

"This religion does not teach me to
be concerned with the life that shall be
after this, but it does teach me to he
..on'-e.ur-d \v'.'i what my everyday life
here dionld be. T]»e fires kept burning
are simply emblematic of the greater
fire, the tjreate*- lirht. the Great Spirit. !
realize- now as never before it is not only
for the <*hcrokecs jt. for all mankind.

"I realize that the grcr:t conflict notv
raging among the great and civilized
races of men is because they have lost
the fire of the Great Spirit. Recause of
this conflict tinder the law am to con¬
tribute three of my sons. Gladly would
( confibut mc>re that races of men niig*'t
have more light, that races and grout >s
of men may through the light learn to re¬
gard other races and other groups of
met: as brothers."

AT the big training: camj'S th<- work
of converting into soldiers thou¬
sands of men from every trade

and profession, of every creed and na¬

tionality. is a task the magnitude of
which no oni; can appreciate except
the officers who are engaged in it. It
is a task tifnt at times has been heart¬
breaking by reason of the imrnen^
difficulties which have be'm interpose;],
and the fact that it i being accom¬

plished efficiently and rapidly speaks
well for the caliber of the men gradu¬
ated from the first series of officer:
training <*amps.
There arc other times, however, when

incidents occur that are so amusing
that the strain of overwork is relieved,
and it is probably well that this is so.
Of course, the otti« ers must maintain
their dignity at the time of th« oc¬
currence. but every officers' mess in
camp resound--'! with laughter for the
first week sifter the recruits began to
arrive, as each mxn repeated his ex¬

periences during the day.
A great many foreign-born soldiers

ar«* at I'ainp Meade and in most of th-
other camps. Some of the batches
from local boards in certain sections of
Pennsylvania contained from 10 to ."»«)
p-r .rent of m»-u who could not speak
Knglisb. Thes« are of a splendid type
and arc Americans just a* much as
the man whose ancestors have been
American-born for generations. They
resent being called anything but Amer¬
icans.

In one company Kntrlish-speakiiis;
men were so scarce that the only quali¬
fication necessary to be appointed an
acting corporal was the ability to speak
English. The outfit was dubbed the
"Foreign Irfgion."
When one of I'ncle Sam's soldiers

die* or is killed hi* salary lor six

months continues t<» J»<- paid to any
person whom he may have designated
as his beneficiary. One man, an Aus¬
trian by birth, insisted on naming a
beneJ*ciar.\ who resides in Austria.
Another, after he had named his bene¬
ficiary. was asked what relation she
was to him. He replied. "Presby¬
terian."
A rookie born in Russia was being

questioned as- to his education. The
officer plying the questions was having
a hard time making himself under¬
stood. Ife Fnallv elicited the informa¬
tion that the man had not gone to
school at all since coming to America,
lb- then asked: "How far did you go
to school in Russia?" The soldier's
face at last showed that a question
had been asked that he understood.
"About a mile and a half," was the
answer.

In one company where the percentageof nori-Knglish-speaking men was un¬
usually ig! the commander, after an
hour's fruitless effort t<> instruct his
men, came to the conclusion that tile
only way he could progress was to have
those who could not understand fall out
and await an opportunity when he could
drjil them with the aid of an inter¬
preter-. Without, tl inking what a ridic¬
ulous thing he was saying, he ordered
all men who could not understand him
to fall out and return to the barracks.
The funny part of it was that, without
an instani's hesitation, a large number
fell out. The captain came to the con¬
clusion that Inability t«» understand
should be changed to disinclination. He
solved Ms problem by finding work for
the men who were shirking that was
less pleasant than drilling, and after a
day or two the number of men in his
company who could not understand Eng¬
lish diminished considerably.
One man's education was so limited

that he could not sign his name. A
lieutenant offered to teach him, but the
man said liiat he did not want to learn.

"AH right," said the lieutenant, "If
you can't sign the pay roll you can't
be paid." It if* hardly necessary to add
that the next two hours were spent in
dillgrent efforts on the part of the man

to write his name and on the part of
the lieutenant to teach him. The re¬

sult accomplished was very pood, by
the way.
Each recruit is asked which branch

of the service he prefers. An aston¬

ishingly large number desire to play in
the band, although most of them have
had no experience whatsoever. One sol¬
dier. born in Russia, replied that be

preferred the Russian army. Evidently
h- has not kept in touch with recent
events in his native land.
The similarity of '.he buildings here

lias been the cause of many amusing
mistakes. An embryo general went,

fifty feet from his barracks to wash his
face, and, handicapped by his ignorance
of English, was lost for two and a half
hours.
Some of the men have resorted to

strange ailments lo escape drills. One

had "gas on his stomach from working
in a gas house."
While Philadelphia was still seething

over the murder in the "bloody fifth
ward" that district shipped its quota
of men. They went to camp very proud
of the distinction of their district and
"the bloody fifth" was written nil over

the cars In large letters. Some of the

other contingents were just a bit en¬

vious of them. One lot, asked if the\

were from the "bloody fifth," replied,
"No. but the 'bloody fifth' hasn't got a

thing on us."
A fen- months ago t'ainp .Meade was a

farm. One day when a couple of squads
were policing ;tround their barracks
they discovered a sweet potato patch.
Tha t day t here were sweet potatoes for

dinner, and it was the beginning of a

scries "f foraging expeditions which
ended an amusing manner. A com¬

pany happened to be drilling beside a

corn field where a fatigue party were

cutting down the corn stalks. Suddenly
a guinea hen that had evidently chosen
to remain after her owners left darted
out of the corn and onto the drill field.
]]very single man in that company fell
out to «hase here, leaving the officers
standing dumfounded. They were not
dumfouuded for long, though. Out came

si\ whistles and six officers began blow¬
ing them as if their liver, depended on

it. Tt sounded like se\eral companies
<¦!' tire apparatus responding to a gen-
er.il alarm, all sirens going. One by one

the men straggled back until all but
three had returned. These three kept tip
the «hase. into the corn, back on the
field and into th>> corn again, nor could
they be made to desist until the guinea
hen was captured. After that experi¬
ence the men were informed that their
table would be supplied from the corn-

in issa ry.
With the first inflow of men. head¬

quarters issued an order instructing all
company commanders to have posted on
their bulletin boards the following
model form for having their mail ad¬
dressed

PRIVATE JOHN DOE.
Camp Meade.

<*o. <\ Slot h Inf. Md.
In a few days mail began to pour

into the post office addressed to Private
John Doe. Every organization had some
of if. and it was a job to open it and
determine the owners.
The French army is spoken of as

being democratic, but even the French
would concede that ft is not democratic
compared to this one. The men habitu¬
ally addressed their officers the first few
day as "Hey," "Fellah." "Mac," "Bob "

hief." or. if they desired t., pay a
compliment, they used "sergeant" One
man stepped up to a very dignified col¬
onel and. slapping him on the back
said: "Say Mac. where can a fellow eet
a shave around here." The colonel told
nim. ar.fi if the man committed le*<e

the fa'jt BOI"C C'S*" i"forme,! him ot

A Misreading.
CLEVELAND MOFFETT of the citi¬

zens' vigilance committee of New
York said at a luncheon:
"The chap who calls conscription un¬

constitutional misreads the Constitution
as badly as the little girl misread the
preacher's text.

" 'What was the text?' her father
asked the little girl as he carved the
Sunday roast.

" 'Oh, papa,' she said In a shocked
voice, 'ft was-."Abdomen, Abdomen,
my i»on Abdomen"""

- RAINBOW'S END -¦

{Continued from Fifth Page.)

Johnnie's exile became no exile at all.
Tie had adjusted himself serenely to
his surroundings when Rosa Varona
returned from school, but with her
coming:, away went all his complacency.
His contentment vanished: he experi¬
enced a total change in his opinions,
his hopes and his ambitions.

Tie discovered, for example, that Ma-
tanzas was by no means the out-of-the-
way place he had considered it; on the
contrary, after meeting Rosa one by
accident, twice by design and three
times by mutual arrangement, it Vv-.d
dawned upon him that this was the
chief city of Cuba, If not, perhaps, the
hub around which the whole world re¬

volved: certainly It was the most
agreeable of all cities, since it con¬
tained everything that was necessary
for man's happiness. Yet. despite the
thrill of his awakening. O'Reilly was

not at, all pleased with himself, for, as
it happened, there was another girl
back home, and during his first year of
loneliness he had written to her more
freely and more frequently than any
man on such a salary as his had a

right to do.
O'Reilly laid no claims to literary

gifts; nevertheless, it seemed to him,
as he looked back upon it, that his
pen must have been dipped in magic
and in moonlight, for the girl had ex¬
pressed an eager willingness to share
his interesting economic problems, and.
in fact, was waiting for him to give
her the legal-right. Inasmuch as her
father was O'Reilly'*' "comnary," it may
be seen that Rosa Varona's home-com¬
ing seriously complicated matters, not
only from a sentimental but from a

business standpoint.
Ft was in a thoughtful mood that lie

rode up I,a Cumbre toward the Quinta
fir Esteban late on the afternoon of
Don Mario's visit. Instead of going
directly to the house, as the merchant
had done. O'Reilly turned off from the
road, and, after tethering his horse In
a cluster of guava tushes, proceeded on
foot. He did not like Dona. Isabel, nor
did Dona Isabel like him. Moreover,
he had a particular reason for avoid¬
ing her today.
Just inside the Varona premises he

paused an instant to admire the out-
loo);. The quinta commanded an ex¬
cellent view of the Yumuri. on the one

hand, and of the town and harbor
on the other: no one ever climbed the
hill from the city to gaze over into that
hidden valley without feeling a pleas¬
urable surprise at finding in still there.
We are accustomed to thinic of perfect
beauty ns unsubstantial, evanescent:
but the Yumuri never changed, and in
that lay its supremest wonder.
Through what had once been well

tended grounds O'Reilly made his way
to a sort of sunken garden which, in
spite of neglect, still remained the
most charming nook upon the place;
and there he sat down to wait for Rosa.
The hollow was effectually screened
from view by a growth rf plaintain,
palm, orange and tamarind trees; over
the rocky walls ran a profusion of
flowering plants and vines; in the cen-
ter of the open space was an old well,
its masonry curb all but crumbled
away.
When Rosa at last anpeared O'Reilly

felt called upon to tell her. somewhat
dizzily, that she was beyond doubt the
sweetest flower on all the Quinta de
Esteban, and since this somewhat hack¬
neyed remark was the boldest speech
he had ever made to her, she blushed
prettily, flashing him a dimpled smile
of mingled pleasure and surprise.

"Oh. but T assure you I'm in no sweet
temoer." said she. ".lust now I'm tre-
mendously angry."
"Why?"
"ft's that stepmother.Isabel."
"So! You've been quarreling again,

eh? Well, she's the easiest woman in
all Matanzas to quarrel w.th.perhaps
the only one who doesn't see something
good in me. I'm afraid to talk to her
for f^ar she'd convince me I'm wholly
abominable."
Rosa laughed, showing her fine, reg¬

ular teeth.O'Reilly thought he had
never seen teeth so even and white.
"Yes, she is a difficult person. If she
dreamed that T see you as often as I
do, well " Rosa lifted her eloquent
hands and eyes heavenward. "I sup¬
pose that's why T enjoy doing it.I so

dearly love to spite her."
"I ae«I" O'Keilly puckered hi«

brows and nodded. "But why, in that
case, haven't you seen me oftener? We
might just as well have made the good
lady's life totally unbearable."

"Silly! She knows nothing about it."
With a flirtatious sigh Rosa added:
"That's what robs the affair of it* chief
pleasure. Slnee it does not bother her
in the least I think I will not allow
you to come any more."

After judicious consideration O'Reilly
pretended to agree.

"There's no fun in wreaking a horri¬
ble revenge when your enemy isn't wife
to it." he acknowledged. "Since it'?
your ides to irritate your stepmother,
perhaps it would annoy her more if 1
made love directly to her."

Rosa tittered, and then inquired,
naively, "Can you make love, senor?"
"Can I? It s the one ability an O'Reilly

inherits. listen to this now." Reach¬
ing forth, he took Rosa's fingers in his.
"Wait!" he cried, as she resisted. "Pre¬
tend that you're Mrs. Varona. your
own stepmother, and that this is her
dimpled hand I'm holding."

"Oh-h!" The erirl allowed his grasp
to remain. "Bxit Isabel's hand isn't
dimpled: it's thin and bony. I've felt it
on my ears often enough."

"Don't interrupt." he told her. "Isa¬
bel, my little darling "

""Little!* I>a I^a! She's as tall and
ugly as a chimney."

"ilush! I've held my tongue as lonp
as I ran. but now it's running away of
its own accord: and 1 must tell you
how mad 1 am about you. The first
time 1 saw yo" -it was at the hall in
the Spanish <"lub " Again Rosa
drew away sharply, at which O'Reilly
laid his other hand over the one in his
palm, saying, quickly: "You and your
stepdaughter, Rosa. Do you remember
that first waltz of ours.' S^^^e. T
thought 1 was in heaven, with you in
my arms and your eyes shining into
mi no. and I told you so."

"So. you make the same pretty
speeche* to al! women, eh?" the girl
reproached him.

"Isabel, sweetheart. I lose my breath
when I think of you: my lips pucker
up for kisses "

"'Isabel!' exclaimed a voice: and the
lovers started ruiltily anart. They
turned to find Evteban. Rosa's twin
brother, staring- at them oddly. "Isa¬
bel?" lie repeated. "What's this?"
"You interrupted theatricals. T was

rehearsing an impassioned proposal t<>
your beloved stepmother," O'Reilly ex¬

plained, with a pretense of annoyance.
"Yes, Senor O'Reillv believes he can

infuriate Isabel by laying siege to her.
He's a.foolish person

" Rosa's
cheeks were faintly flushed and her
color deepened at the amusement in
Esteban's eyes. "He makes love
wretchedly."
"What little I overheard wasn't

bad," Esteban declared; then he took
O'Reilly's hand.

Esteban was a handsome boy. slim,
straight and manly, and his resem¬
blance to Rosa was startling. With a
look engaging in its frank directness,
he said: "Rosa told me about your
meetings here, and 1 came to apologize
for our stepmother's discourtesy. I'm
sorry we can't invite you into our

house, but.you understand? Rosa and
f are not like her; we are quite liberal
in our views; we are almost Americans,
as you see. r dare say that's what
makes Isabel hate Americans so bit¬
terly."
"Wouldn't it please her to know that

I'm becoming Cuba nixed as fast as ever
I can?" ventured the caller.
"Oh. she hates Cubans, too!" laughed

the brother. "She's Spanish. you
know. Well, it's fortunate you didn't
*ee her today. Br-r! What a temper!
We had our theatricals, too. T asked
h^r for money, as usual, and. as usual,
she refused. It was like a scene from,
a play. She'll walk in her sleep to¬
night, if ever

"

Rosa nodded soberly, and O'Reilly,
suppressing some light reply that had
sprung to his lips, inquired, curiously.
"What do you mean by that?"
Brother and sister joined in explain¬

ing that Dona Isabel was given to
peculiar actions, especially after periods
of excitement or anger, and that one
of her eccentricities had taken the
form of somnambulistic wanderings.
"Oh, she's crazy enough," Esteban con¬
cluded. "I believe it's her evil con¬
science."
Rosa explained further^ "She used to

steal about at night, hoping to surprise
papa or Sebastian going or coming
from the treasure. They were both
killed, as you know, and the secret of
the hiding place was lost. Now Isabel
declares that, they come to her in her
sleep and that she has to help them
hunt for it. whether she wishes or not.
It is retribution." The speaker drew
up her shoulders and shivered, but Este-
ban smiled.
"Bah!" he exclaimed. "I'll believe In

ghosts when I se« one." Then, with a

shake of his head: "Isabel has never
given up the hope of finding that treas¬
ure. She would like to see Rosa mar¬
ried ami ire fighting with the insur-
rertos. so that she might have a free
hand in her search."

O'Reilly scanned the speaker sllentlv
for a moment; then he said, with a

gravity unusual in him. "I wonder if
you know that you're suspected of.
workitig for the insurrectn cause."
"Indeed? I didn't know."
"Well, it's a fact." O'Reilly hear4

Rosa gasp faintly. "Is it true?" he
asked.

"I am a Cuban." Esteban's smile
was a trifle prim.
'.Cuban? Your people were Spanish."
"True. Hut no Spaniard ever raised

a Spanish child in Cuba. We are Cu¬
bans, Rosa and I."

At this statement the sister cried:
"Hush! It is dangerous to speak in
that way. with this new war growing
every day."

"Hut O'Reilly Is our pood friend,"
Est eban protested.
"Of course, r am," the American

agreed, "and for that reason I spoke.
1 hope you're not too deeply involved
with the rebels."

"There, list eban! Do you hear?"
Turning to O'Reilly. Rosa said. Implor¬
ingly: "Pleaso reason with him. He'*
young and headstrong, and he won't
listen to me."
Esteban frowned. "Young, eh? Well,

sometimes the young are called upon to
do work that older men wouldn't car©
to undertake."

"What work'.'" O'Reilly's eyes were
still upon him. "You can tell me."

"I think 1 can." the other agreed.
"Well, then, I know everybody in Ma-
tanzas; I go everywhere, and the Span¬
ish officers talk plainly to me. Some¬
body must he the eyes and the ears for
Col. I«opez."

"Col Lopez!' exclaimed O'Reilly.
Ksteban nodded.
Rosa's face, as she looked at the two

men, was white and worried. For a
time the three of them sat silent: then
the American said, slowly, "You'll be
shot if you're caught."
Rosa whispered: "Yes! Think of it'"
"Some one must run chances." Este-

ban averred. "We're fighting tyranny:
all Cuba is ablaze. I must do my part."
"But sooner or later you'll be dis¬

covered.then what?" persisted O'Reilly.
Esteban shrugged. "Who knows?

There'll be time enough when "

"What of Rosa ?*.
At this oust Jon the brother stirred

uneasily and dropped his eyes. O'Reilly
laid a hand upon his arm. "You have
no right to jeopardize her safety. With¬
out you. to whom could she turn?" The
girl flashed her admirer a grateful
glatice.

"Senor, you for one would see that
she "

"But I'm going away." O'Reilly felt
rather than saw Rosa start, for his face
was averted. Purposely he kept his
gaze upon Esteban. for he didn't wish
to see the slow pallor that rose in the
girl's cheeks, the look of pain that
crept into her "yes. "I came here to
tell you both good-bye. I may be gone
for some time I .I don't know when I
can get back."

"I'm sorry." Esteban told him. with
genuine reeret. "We have grown very
fond of you. You will leave many
friends here in Matanzas. I'm sure.
But vou will come baek before long,
eh?"

"Ye«. ?s soon as I can. That is,
if " He did not finish the sentence.

"Good. You're one of us. In the
meantime I'll romember what you say,
and at least I'll be careful." By no
means wanting in tact. Esteban rose
briskly and, after shaking hands with
O'Reilly, left the two lovers to say
farewell as best suited them.
But for once O'Reilly's ready tonfti<4

was silent. The laughter was gon^t
from his blue eyes when he turned t.<f
the girl at his side.

(To be continued next SundajrJ


